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Although less well known, the regions of Eastern Macedonia and
Thrace in Greece and Haskovo and Kardjali in south Bulgaria belong to
Europe’s wine-growing zones with a significant wine-growing history
and tradition and with particular local varieties, some of which still
cultivated, while some others have been lost. DIONYSOS project
aims to revitalize local wine varieties and wine tradition as a means
to preserving biodiversity and as a lever for the development of the
area. In this context, DIONYSOS aims at raising and utilizing local wine
varieties and local wines as a special natural and cultural asset for
the project area and as a means to distinguishing and differentiating
it. In the same sense, the project seeks to enrich and promote local
wine production with local wine varieties, while enhancing the local
productive identity by applying integrated approaches to the promotion
of the region as a wine tourism destination.
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H dlacuvoprakn meptoyn tou €pyov DIONYSOS Bewpeital wg n mahatote-
pn apmehovpyikn meploxn Tng Evpwrng. Ttnv EANGSa, avakaloyelg otoug
OL\inmovg paptupouy TV KaAALEpYELa TNG apmelov armo to 4000 m.X., evw
LOTOPLKA N €UPLTEPN TEPLOXT, TOOO anod Tnv TAevpd TG EANAGaAg 600 Kat
tn¢ Bouhyapiag cuvdéetal dpeoa pe tn Aatpeia tov Alovioou. OpLopeveg
TOTIKEG MOLKIA(EG, OTWG TO Mavpoudt, To Tamianka, To Mapidy, eikaletal
oTL eixav ndn avantuyBei otoug Aopoug Tng ev Aoyw dlacuvoplakng mept-
0XNG TPLV ano MepLoooTEPO anod 5.000 xpovia.

MapoAa autd, To POVTEAO TaPAYWYNG MOV akoAoUBNOE 0 AUTIEAOOLVIKOG
TOUEQAG OTNV TEPLOXT] OLVOEETAL KUPLWG He TNV KAAALEPYELa HLEBVWC YVW-
OTWV EUTOPIKWY TOLKIALWY TIOU XPNOLUoTolobVTaL EVPEWS 0 OAO TOV
koopo. Mokthieg 6nwe To Cabernet kat To Merlot putebTnKaAV 0E pEYAAn
€KTAON, EVW OL TOTIKEG TIOLKIA(EC MapapeAnBnkav.

Ie P mpoomdBela Siagpopomoinong kat avddel§ng tng meployng, Kat
YVwpiZovTag Ta GUYKPLTIKA TNG TMAEOVEKTNHATA, TO €PYO €0TLALEL OTOV
€UMAOUTLONO TNG TOTIKNG apmeAoKahALEPYELAg Kat TG OVOTIAPAYWYNG UE
TOTIKEG apmENOOLVIKEG TIOLKIAIEG KAl TNV TIpOwdNaN TOu TPOLOVTOG Kat
TNG TOTILKNG OLKOVOiag p€ca and thv avantuén Tov ovoToupLapoL.

Mpog autn tnv KatebBuvan, To €pyo, Ue TO oxedlaouo kat Tnv vAomoinon
pLag ogLpAg EVEPYELWV KAl PECA ATO TNV KIVNTOMOINGN TWV TOTIKWY (O-
PEWV OUPBANAEL TNV QVAdELEN TNG TOTIKNAG OLVOTOUPLOTLKNG TAVTOTNTAG
peow TG dlaclvdeong Tov TOTLKOD 0ivoL pE TNV LGTOPIA, TOV TIOALTIONO
Kat TV apadoon tng mMePLOXNG.

The cross-border area of project DIONYSOS is considered Europe’s oldest
wine-growing area. Findings in Philippi, Greece, provide evidence on the
cultivation of vine since 4.000 BC. The wider area, on both the Greek and
the Bulgarian side, has been historically directly linked to the worship of God
Dionysus. Some local varieties, such as Mavroudi, Tamianka, Pamidi, are
thought to have already been developed on the hills of this cross-border area
more than 5.000 years ago.

Yet, with the exception of a few growers, the production model followed in the
wine sector in the region is mainly linked to the cultivation of internationally
known commercial varieties widely used around the world. Varieties such
as Cabernet and Merlot were planted to a large extent, while local varieties
were neglected.

In an attempt to differentiate and highlight the region, while being aware of
the area’s comparative advantages along with those of the local product,
the project focuses on enriching the local viticulture and

wine production with local vine varieties and enhancing

the product and the local economy upon development of

wine tourism.

To this end the project contributes to raising the local

wine tourism identity of the area through an appropriate ==
planning and the implementation of a series of actions
and the activation of the local organizations along with

the interconnection of the local wine to the local history,
culture and tradition of the area.
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To €pyo DIONSYSOS emtbLwkel va ePmAouTioEL THV TOTILKN olvomapaywyn
pe TNV avadelfn Twv TOMIKWY apmeNOOLVIKWY TIOLKIALWY, Va TOVioel TV
TOTILKN) TLAPAYWYLK TAUTOTNTA KAl Va EQAPUOGEL OAOKANPWHEVEC TPOGEY-
Ylo€Lg yla TV TPoBoAn TNG TMEPLOXNAG WG OVOTOUPLOTIKOD MPOOPLApOD.
la T0 6KOMO AUTO, PopPEiq pe HLaPopeTIKN LTOGTACN KAl HETAED TOUG OU-
PTANPWHATLKN £€€1dikeVON, OTIWG £peLVNTIKA LOpLPATA PE E16ikeON 0TOV
TopEa TOU 0ivou, POpEig TTov acxoAouvTal U TNV avdmTun Tou ToupLGHOU,
(POPEIG TIOV EKTIPOOWTIOVV TIG TOTUKEG EMIXELPNOELG Kat TOTIKEG ApXEC,
w¢ KUPLOL 0LUVTEAEOTEG aVATTUELAKOD TPOYPAPHATLOHOU, GUHHETEXOLV O
auTHh TN ouvepyacia MPooBAEMOVTAG 0TN GUVOEDN TNG ENMELPIAg TOUG Kal
oupBAAAovTag evepyd 0TV AVATTUEN TNG EAKVOTIKOTNTAG TNG TEPLOXAG,
evioyuovtag mapdAAnAa Tov pOAO TWV OXETLKWV AUTIEAOUPYLIKWY = OLVO-
TIOLNTLKWYV ETILXELPHOEWV.

To épyo DIONSYSOS vhomoteitat oto mAaioto Tov mpoypdupatog TYNEP-
TAZIAY INTERREG V-A EAAAAA - BOYATAPIA 2014-2020 kat avamtdooetat
otnv meploxn g Mepipépelag Avatolikng Makedoviag & Opdkng otnv
EANGda kat oTig meployeg Kardjali kat Haskovo otn Boulyapia. Ot mhoTt-
KEQ HpAoELg TOL £pyou LAOTIOLODVTAL OTNV EVPUTEPN MEPLOXN TWV ANHWY
Mayyaiov (KaBaha) kat Tovphiov (ERpog) atnv EANGda, kat Kirkovo kat
Haskovo otn BouAyapia.

DIONSYSOS project seeks to enrich the local wine production by raising the
local wine varieties, to reinforce the local production identity, and to apply
integrated approaches to promoting the area as a wine tourism destination. To
this end bodies with different background and supplementary specialization,
as e.g. research institutes with focus on wine, agencies dealing with
tourism development, agencies representing local businesses and the local
authorities as the main actors in development planning, join this cooperation
pursuing the synthesis of their experience and actively contributing to the
development of the region'’s attractiveness, besides enhancing the role of the
relevant wine-growers and wine making enterprises.

DIONSYSOS project is being implemented in the framework of the INTERREG
V-A GREECE - BULGARIA 2014-2020 COOPERATION program and is being
realized in the region of Eastern Macedonia & Thrace in Greece and in the
areas of Kardjali and Haskovo in Bulgaria. The pilot actions of the project
are implemented in the wider area of the municipalities of Pangaion (Kavala)
and Soufli (Evros) in Greece, and Kirkovo and Haskovo in Bulgaria.
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To €pyo DIONYSOS nepthapBdvel dpdoelg enavacyedlacpol Tov onpuepvol
povtéhou apmehovpyiag kat mapaywyng oivou, evioyvovtag mapdAAnia tnv
KAANLEPYELD TWV TOTUKWV TIOLKIALWV TIOL HLaPopoToLolV TNV EPLOXN Kal
anotehobv oLYKPLTIKO TAeovEKTPA TNG. MepthapBavel emiong dpdoelg
avadelEng TG TOTIKNAG AUTAG TapaywyLKAG TAVTOTNTAG TNG MEPLOXAG.
Aivel €ppaon 6To TOTIKOG HikpomeptBAANov (terroir) wg TOV GNPAVTIKG Ta-
payovta yla ta 5taitepa opyavoAnmTiKa XapakTnpLoTka oTov oivo. Ava-
6€lKVOEL TNV AUTENOOLVIKN TAVTOTNTA TNG MEPLOXAG, EOTIATEL 0TN GLVELON-
Tomnoinon tng afiag Tov TomikoL apmeAwva (otkIAieg kat Tomio) anod Tig
TOTUKEG KOWWVieG, dnpLovpyel ouvépyeleg yia TNV avdmtugn toupLopol
0TV MEPLOXN 0T BACN TWV OWVIKWY MOKIALWY TNG, UMOGTNPILEL TNV TIPO-
BoAn kat mpowlnon tng.

2710 MAaiolo auTo, EKTOVODVTAL EMLOTNHOVIKEG EPEVVEG Kal OTIG 00 YWw-
peg, oTn Bdon kowng peBodoloyiag, yla Tov EVIOTILONO - AVANUON TWV TO-
TUKWV TIOLKLALWYV Kat yivovTal MELPAPaTIKEG OVOTIOLOELG 0TA EPYAOTAPLA
owoloyiag. Anutovpyeitat ynelakog xaptng kat dtadiktuakn matpoppa
yla Tov apmeAwva tng mepLoxng, ekmoveitat oxédto yia tnv avdmTuén Tou
owoToupLopoL, TomobeTouvTal mvakideg evnpépwong pe QRC kal ava-
nthooovTal TUAOTIKEG TapepBAoelg yia Tn BeATiwon TG atobnTIKAG TWV
OLKLOPWYV 0€ L tpoomddeta avadelgng tng TOMLKAG TAVTOTNTAG TOUG.

Y\omotobvTat oepvdpla yia apmehokaAAlepynTéQ Kat ovomapaywyoig yla
T BeAtiwon tng MoLOTNTAG TOU TIPOTOVTOG. YAomotolvtal oepvdpla o€
(popeig Tov ToupLlopol Kat Hpdoelg evaonTonoinong OTLG TOTIKES KOLVO-
TNTEC, WOTE VA CLVELONTOMOLOOLY TO TOTLKO PUCLKO TOUG TIAEOVEKTNHA
paZi pe v afia Tou olvoTouPLOPOL yla TNV TOTUKN olkovopia. ANAeg 6pd-
0€LG EVOLVAPWVOLV TNV ETLXELPNPATLKA KAl TOTIKA ouvepyaoia, evw AANe
TIPOBANAOLY TNV TEPLOXT WE OLVOTOUPLOTIKO TIPOOPLOLO.

DIONYSOS project encompasses actions to redesigning the current wine-
growing and wine making model, while enhancing the cultivation of local
varieties to differentiating the area and since they make up a comparative
advantage of it. Furthermore it includes actions to highlighting this particular
local productive identity of the area.

The project emphasizes the local terroir as an important factor for the
specific organoleptic characteristics of wine. It raises the area’s wine
identity, focuses on realizing the value of the local vineyard (varieties
and landscape) by the local communities, it creates synergies for the
development of tourism in the area upon its wine varieties and it supports
the area’s promotion.

In this context, scientific researches on a common methodology are being
carried out in both countries for the identification and analysis of the local
varieties; experimental vinifications are performed in specialized wine
laboratories. A digital map and an online platform for the region’s vineyards
are being designed, a plan for wine tourism is being developed, QRC
information sign posts are installed and pilot interventions are implemented
to improving the aesthetic image of the settlements in an effort to raising
their local identity.

Seminars to wine growers and wine producers are held to improving the
product quality. Seminars are also held to tourism operators along with
awareness raising activities in the local communities, so as for them to
realize their local natural heritage along with the importance of wine tourism
for the local economy. Other actions boost business and local co-operation,
while others raise the area to a wine tourism destination.



